
Thawing the I-C-E

Matt 24:3-14
And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of
Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 4 And Jesus answered and said to
them, "See to it that no one misleads you. 5 "For many will come in My name,
saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many. 6 "And you will be hearing of
wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those things must
take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 "For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and
earthquakes. 8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 9
"Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by
all nations on account of My name. 10 "And at that time many will fall away and
will deliver up one another and hate one another. 11 "And many false prophets
will arise, and will mislead many. 12 "And because lawlessness is increased,
most people's love will grow cold. 13 "But the one who endures to the end, he
shall be saved. 14 "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the
whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.

Many of us were brought up in the Literal-Historical-Grammatical school of
Hermeneutics. We came to know this as I-C-E, standing for Isagogics,
Categories and Exegesis.

Isagogics refers to looking at the Scriptures in their historical setting. A.T.
Robertson’s Grammar. A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the
Light of Historical Research. This requires an understanding of history
including the people, customs and cultures they were in.

Categories refers to the importance of comparing Scripture with Scripture
and letting it interpret itself. This is the correct application of verbal
plenary inspiration meaning that the Canon contains the complete written
revelation of God’s plan for mankind.

Exegesis looks to the importance of the original languages in the study of
the Word of God. It is like going to the original source. If you wanted to
know what Homer said in the Iliad, you had best read it in the original. It
too is a copy but one can know what was said by reading a good copy.

Sadly, I-C-E has led to things other than a correct interpretation and
therefore correct applications of Scripture. This system is not by itself in
producing coldness among believers. As we have been seeing on
Wednesday nights, the Calvinistic system does the same thing when one
becomes fatalistic due to a lack of the “proper” fruit. Sadly, more than one
group of people can become the “Frozen Chosen.” It often leads to:
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Black I-C-E

Insensitivity.
(lack of compassion for the physically and spiritually ill and needy)
Compassion is not to be an option for the Christian. Col 3:12-17
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just
as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on
love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the
word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Convenience.
(Some would argue that it is certainly not convenient to go to Bible class
multiple times a week, but the isolation from others made living the
Christian Life a matter of convenience. 1 John 1:9 was a convenient way of
not ever being transformed into the image of Christ.)
It is a marker of the Last Days. Rev 3:14-22
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ' I know your deeds,
that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 'So because
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17
'Because you say, " I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor
and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that
you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and
that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint
your eyes so that you may see. 19 ' Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline;
therefore be zealous and repent. 20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine
with him, and he with Me. 21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down
with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne. 22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.'"

Extremism.
(Becoming Obsessive-Compulsive in life. Hypocritical. Arrogant.)
Extremism is a term used to describe the actions or ideologies of individuals or
groups outside the perceived political center of a society; or otherwise claimed to
violate common moral standards. In democratic societies, individuals or groups
that advocate the replacement of democracy with a authoritarian regime are
usually branded extremists. The term is invariably, or almost invariably, used

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authoritarianism
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pejoratively. Extremism is usually contrasted with moderation, and extremists
with moderates. (For example, in contemporary discussions in Western countries
of Islam, or of Islamic political movements, it is common for there to be a heavy
stress on the distinction between extremist and moderate Muslims. It is also not
uncommon to necessarily define distinctions regarding extremist Christians as
opposed to moderate Christians, as in countries such as the United States).
Political agendas perceived as extremist often include those from the far left or
far right as well as fundamentalism or, as a more general term, fanaticism.
Php 2:3-5
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each
of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look
out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

I-C-E Needs to T-H-A-W

Tempered by His Word.
(Involvement with all kinds of people gives us a broader perspective of life
and lets us have some balance. Paying attention to our own tests and
asking what God wants us to learn from this situation. Not judging others
by the tests they are undergoing or trying to inspect their fruit or lack
thereof. Seeking a true Christian maturity that is not marked by our
knowledge but our love.)
We are going to be tested by the “fire” of life. 1 Peter 1:1-10
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and
peace be yours in the fullest measure. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly
rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed
by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold
which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not
seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him,
you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

We have learned to see the value of testing. James 1:2-4
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that
the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pejorative
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Our objective is to grow up in the trials not to escape them. Col 1:28-29
We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all
wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this
purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within
me.

Humbled by His Grace. 2 Peter 3:13-18
But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his
letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of
the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of
unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both
now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Active in His Ministry. 1 Cor 12:4-7
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of
ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God
who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation
of the Spirit for the common good.

Waiting for His Appearing. 1 Tim 6:13-15
I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep
the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 15 which He will bring about at the proper time — He who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,

2 Tim 4:6-8
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I
have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day;
and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Phil 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has
even to subject all things to Himself.
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Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing
us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us
to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His
own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Good I-C-E

Prov 25:13
Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest
Is a faithful messenger to those who send him,
For he refreshes the soul of his masters.
Prov 25:25
Like cold water to a weary soul,
So is good news from a distant land.
Matt 10:41-42
"He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's
reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man
shall receive a righteous man's reward. 42 "And whoever in the name of a
disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I
say to you he shall not lose his reward."

Involved.
2 Cor 8:3-4
For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of
their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in
the support of the saints,

Phil 1:3-5
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy
in my every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation in the gospel from
the first day until now.

Committed.
Psa 37:1-5
Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. 2 For they
will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb. 3 Trust in the Lord
and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 4 Delight yourself in
the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to
the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.
Prov 16:1-5
The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the
Lord. 2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the Lord weighs the
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motives. 3 Commit your works to the Lord And your plans will be established. 4
The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day
of evil. 5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;
Assuredly, he will not be unpunished.

Examples. 1 Peter 5:1-4
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain,
but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but
proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Titus 2:6-8
Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; 7 in all things show yourself to be
an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech
which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having
nothing bad to say about us.

1 Thes 1:6-10
You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every
place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say
anything. 9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had
with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10
and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.


